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Dear participants, 

We are excited to welcome you to the youth international exchange “War 

and Peace”. We wish you a safe journey and we are looking forward to 

seeing you soon in Slovakia! 

 

Your preparatory team 

 

August, 2016 

 

  



 

WHERE WILL THE YOUTH EXCHANGE TAKE PLACE? 

The youth exchange “War and Peace” will take place in the military base “Military Technical and Testing 

Institute Zahorie”, 100km approximately from the capital of Slovakia, Bratislava.   

 

SLOVAKIA 

Official name:  Slovak Republic (SR) 

State system:  republic 

Political system: parliamentary democracy 

Language:  Slovak 

Currency:  euro 

Area:   49.035 km2 

Population:  5.426.252 (2015) 

Capital:   Bratislava 

Time zone:  CET (UTC+1) 

Emergency number:  112 

Calling code:  +421 

Internet TLD:  .sk 

Electricity:   230 V/50 Hz, standard socket with safety pin. 

Weather: Continental, with a gradual transition between the four seasons. Winter 

temperatures are between -5 and 10 °C. Usually, it snows in Slovakia between 

November and February, however, as our exchange is close to that months, 

please, take enough warm clothes ready also for some rainy days. For more 

information about the weather please visit the page 

http://www.accuweather.com/en/sk/slovakia-weather?lang=en-us.  

 

  

http://www.accuweather.com/en/sk/slovakia-weather?lang=en-us


Slovakia – little big country 

 

Slovakia is not one of the countries everybody's 

been to. You will discover hundreds of unexpected 

curiosities and secrets in almost every village or a 

small town, in the mountains and valleys. It is 

Slovakia where you can feel as a real explorer who 

is always able to discover something new. Include 

Slovakia in your tourist routes. 

Slovaks are emotional nation. We experience our 

joys, successes, disappointments and sorrows 

with emotions. We are sincere, friendly, open, 

hearty, generous, but also touchy. This is the way we differ from our neighbouring nations. But in the 

end, it is our heartiness and trustfulness that prevail. We are able to fully experience joys and concerns 

of our visitors and empathise with their feelings. We are a country of friends! 

Folk crafts, costumes, music and dances in Slovakia are passed on from one generation to another.  There 

are different cultural traditions and folklore in every valley. Many folklore festivals and performances 

are held in Slovakia throughout a year. Slovak overtone flute called "fujara" as well as Music of Terchova 

were included in the UNESCO List of Intangible Heritage, the Radvan Fair and "gajdy" bagpipes are on 

the waiting list.  

Slovakia is a country of contrasts. It changes 

right in front of your eyes, yet everything and 

everywhere is nearby. It just takes a couple of 

hours to get from the Danubian Lowland to the 

Central European Highlands, still bodies of 

water are just at a stone's throw from turbulent 

river rapids. You can get swiftly from urban 

agglomerations to secluded, romantic highway 

gateways with unspoiled nature. 

Due to its geographical position, Slovakia's 

always been an important trade and cultural 

intersection. In a relatively small area influences and remnants of western as well as eastern cultures or 

religions can be detected. In Slovakia you can find northern discipline along with southern 

temperament, and western rationality with eastern emotionality. It is reflected in eventfulness of 

everyday life. 

Slovakia is a young, progressive country. During twenty years of its existence we've gone through 

dynamic changes, new things emerge every day. We surprise the world by our advanced technical level 

which goes hand in hand with human touch. New companies are founded every day, new objects or city 

landmarks emerge, life conditions are improving, but we keep our traditional values as well.  This is 

Slovakia. 

 

 

 



Date and place:  22.10.2016 – 30.10.2016, Military Technical and Testing Institute Zahorie 

(Ministry of Defence of the Slovak Republic) – approximately 100 km from the 

capital of Slovakia, BRATISLAVA. Accommodation will be in the twin/ triple 

rooms. There are shared bathrooms and toilets (separately for men and for 

women). 

  

 

 

How to get here: International flights to Bratislava airport now travel regularly all year from cities 

in many parts of western and Eastern Europe and to the Middle East. There are 

also good connections by train or bus between Bratislava and all major European 

cities.  

A great alternative is to fly to Vienna, one of Europe's busiest airports, and travel 

the one hour by shuttle bus to Bratislava. 

Another alternative is to fly to Budapest and take a train or bus to Bratislava.  

A meeting point will be in BRATISLAVA (a concrete place will be determined). 

From there, we are going to go all together by our bus to the military base. Please, 

remember that there are NO connection buses from Bratislava to the military 

base, so we have to go all together in our bus. 

 

TRAVEL REIMBURSEMENTS 

Please, take care of plain, bus or train tickets. If you do not have the original travel tickets, we cannot 

reimburse you. Do not forget to take care also of your passports, ID cards and insurance. 

 

 



Maximum travel amounts that will be reimbursed (according to the Erasmus+ rules): 

Italy 170€ / person 

Croatia 170€ / person 

Spain 270€ / person 

Romania 80€ / person 

Azerbaijan 270€ / person 

Macedonia 170€ / person 

Bulgaria 170€ / person 

 

What to bring with you:  

Throughout the duration of the youth exchange, we will have some activities that will need preparation 

in advance if we want them to be successful. Here you have the list of things that you should bring with 

you or prepare.  

- We will organize a cultural evening so it would be good if you bring some traditional food and things 

that represent you and your culture. If you want to show something you will have to do that on 

your laptop, or even better – sing it out, dance or think of a creative presentation of you and your 

culture. 

- Bring some information of your organization if you want to share information with other 

participants.  

- Collect some information about the extremism, war and radicalization in your country. It may be 

a present or past affair.  

 

Target audience: Approximately 40 youngsters from eight countries: Italy, Croatia, Spain, 

Macedonia, Romania, Azerbaijan, Bulgaria and Slovakia, aged 18-25 years.   

Nomination: Each organization can nominate 5 people (4 participants+1 national team 

leader). We are focused on youngsters aged 18-25. Please, keep in mind the 

gender equality, same as the equity of opportunities and diversity, which are 

fundamental values of our organization. The whole program is going to be held 

in English – please, consider this particular point before nominating 

participants. 

Brief description:  Increasing recognition of the essential role of youth in peace building is now 

beginning to manifest itself in efforts to actualize that role. The future moral, 

social, and political challenge will be to see whether humanity can mobilize the 

energy, creativity, and vision of youth in pursuit of peace as successfully as it 

has in pursuit of war. Given that the international focus on youth and peace 

building has only emerged relatively recently, the mechanisms for engaging 

youth in peace building, and the content of that engagement, are still in the 

early stages of experimentation.  

A final important motivation for including youth in peacebuilding largely rejects 

the idea that youth should be targeted as a result of the threat they may pose 

and contends instead that youth are actually characterized by specific qualities 

and features that are particularly conducive to peacebuilding. In this view, 

young people are understood as unique contributors, indeed the likely leaders, 



of successful peacebuilding efforts; and they are, in fact, the primary enablers 

of social change. The traits of creativity, openness to new experiences, and 

desire for change, combined with the energy and vitality that we associate with 

youth, are all elements of the distinctive capabilities of youth to build peace.  

This is the reason, why we decided to gather young people from 8 different 

countries to exchange the experiences about the democracy, peace building 

and about war in their countries in past or in present times. Especially in 

connection to the rise of populist extremism and radicalization in Europe, we 

would like to debate with youngster from different countries about this 

phenomenon that challenges our European values and democracy. The main 

message we want to spread is the crucial role of peace and peaceful alternatives 

for the problem solving, leading young people to the values such as tolerance 

and respect. In this sense, we have set these specific objectives: 

- First, to provide an opportunity for young people with different 

backgrounds to share their views and insights on the issue of extremism, 

war, democracy and peace, not only in abstract terms, but also in practice 

through different activities in a highly multicultural environment. 

- Second, to make participants realize that they can be a catalyst force for 

the change in the world and active players in the process of peace making. 

- Third, to learn to solve conflicts, looking for proper alternatives. 

- Fourth, to learn to accept and be ok with diversity.  

- Fifth, to provide young people an opportunity to discover different forms 

of youth participation and involvement. 

The present days show that the topic of exchange is more and more actual. 

With the situation in Europe and other continents, with terrorist’s attacks and 

atmosphere of fear in big cities, some experts says that we’re already in 3rd 

World War - war of fear. Even in Slovakia the extremist’s power is on rise and 

thousands of young people tend to believe that extremist’s political parties are 

good. During the exchange we want to learn together with young people 

coming from different geographic and social backgrounds what it means to be 

in war, what it means to live in fear and on the other side - what we need to do 

to keep peace and tolerant society. 

 

Partners: Associazione Eurobox (Italy) 

Modern Youth Public Union (Azerbaijan) 

Asociatia Edulifelong (Romania) 

Center for education and development (Former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia) 

Asociación Juvenil Intercambia (Spain) 

Sdruzhenie profesionalen forum za obrazovanieto (Bulgaria) 

IDA Croatia (Croatia) 

 



Deadline: Since we will stay in the property of the Ministry of Defense, we will need the 

list of participants as soon as possible - latest on September 11th. This is 

important because we need special permission to stay in this special place. It’s 

also for the reason that some of the Government representatives will most 

probably visit the youth exchange and the "Office for protection of 

Constitutional Officials and Diplomatic Missions” will need the list of 

participants upfront. 

 

Contact details: Patrik Turosik, project manager (patrik.turosik@gmail.com) 

 Michal Slachta, Youth Work Manager (michal.slachta@gmail.com)  

 

Facebook group: "War and Peace (International Youth Exchange - Slovakia)" 

https://www.facebook.com/groups/205447199858653/ 

 

Feel free to contact us for any questions you might have concerning logistic, travel and preparation for 

the youth exchange.  
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